From the Editor’s Desk
ODE TO HOSPITALS

Our hospitals continue to be in the

spotlight. For health ministers they can
be a daily challenge, especially when

the media focus on seemingly immutable
waiting lists or promote the blame game
when scooping the human trauma behind
the latest medical mishap.

Hospitals are also ferocious consumers
of recurrent health expenditure; Australia-
wide, in 2003-04, they required $26.4
billion — more than a third of total health
expenditure. And it appears that it will
prove to be political suicide to avoid
ploughing more resources into already
strained acute hospital services.

Some say that this reflects society’s
fascination with high technology — a
culture of curing disease, linked to
hospitals and coupled with the higher
ranking of specialists on the totem pole of
power in our profession. Thus, it should
come as no surprise that health budgets are
skewed in favour of secondary and tertiary
health care.

However, all this is set to change with a
shift in the burden of disease in the 21st
century. In the first half of the 20th century,
the medical challenges were infectious
diseases, and in the second half, acute
illnesses. Hospitals were and continue to
be the appropriate places for treatment of
illnesses that require rapid response by
specialists. But with the ascendancy of
chronic illnesses, the emphasis is now on
prevention and caring rather than curing,
making the old notion of hospital services
increasingly anachronistic.

The providers of chronic care are now
frequently the patients themselves, while
multiskilled primary care teams provide
continuous, coordinated and integrated
care — the very antithesis of hospital
practice. Rapid access to specialist advice
and skills will still be required, but this may
well be found in multiskilled one-stop
super-clinics. Indeed, the ascendancy of
chronic diseases could see the demise of
hospitals as we know them today.

M Wbty

Martin B Van Der Weyden

LETTERS

472

472
473

473
473
474

474
474

476
476

477
477

478

478
478

478

479
479

479

Interventions to halt child abuse in Aboriginal communities

Fiona J Stanley, Dorothy A Scott, Melissa O’Donnell

Radiographers’ role in radiological reporting

Wayne ] Nuss

Alan Rodger

Towards the appropriate use of diagnostic imaging

Lizbeth M Kenny, Stacy K Goergen, Catherine J Mandel

Oliver R Frank

Richard M Mendelson, Conor PJ Murray

Maternal mortality and psychiatric morbidity in the perinatal period
Phillip M Boyce, Jodi Barton

Marie-Paule Austin

In the wake of hospital inquiries: impact on staff and safety

Peter C Arnold

James A Dunbar, Prasuna Reddy, Bill Beresford,

Wayne P Ramsey, Reginald SA Lord

Human embryonic stem cells leap the barrier

T John Martin

Jeffrey J Flaherty

Paediatric diabetes — which children can gain insulin independence?
Mark F Harris, Ivan N McGown, David M Cowley

Clinical practice guidelines for communicating prognosis and end-of-life
issues with adults in the advanced stages of a life-limiting illness, and
their caregivers

Mark T Clayer

Josephine M Clayton, Karen M Hancock, Phyllis N Butow,

Martin HN Tattersall, David C Currow

Relapsing polychondritis or ANCA-negative Wegener’s granulomatosis?
Weekitt Kittisupamongkol, Wanla Kulwichit

Discordance between level of risk and intensity of evidence-based
treatment in patients with acute coronary syndromes

V Michael Jelinek

lan A Scott

Hospital utilisation among people born in refugee-source countries
Joy L Mendel, Claire E Brolan

BOOK REVIEWS

446

446

464

464

464

Pocket guide to perioperative and critical care echocardiography
reviewed by Chris | Cokis

The desktop guide to complementary and alternative medicine.
An evidence-based approach reviewed by Vicki Kotsirilos

The Asian skin: a reference colour atlas of dermatology

reviewed by Alvin Chong

Radiology in surgical practice

reviewed by Stacy K Goergen

Color atlas of genetics

reviewed by Michael Partington

426
470

IN THIS ISSUE
IN OTHER JOURNALS

®

MJA o Volume 187 Number 8 e 15 October 2007

MJA Rapid Online Publication: denotes an article fast tracked for online publication.

425



