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More art of medicine

The elegant simplicity of Indigenous dot
painting, and how it belies a structural
complexity within the story of each work,
has long fascinated me. I began experiment-
ing myself, but “dot doodles”, with no story,
were unfulfilling. A request for artwork from
the Day Procedure Unit at my hospital led to
the idea of combining work and art. My
workday revolves around human anatomy.
As a surgeon, I must understand the spatial
relationships of structures. 1 see the appar-
ent simplicity of their position, and yet still
marvel at the boundless complexity of their
function and the developmental process that
has led to their arrangement. A marriage of
this art form and these subjects seemed
logical, with the parallel of elegant simplic-
ity and structural complexity allowing me to
feel comfortable and respectful in using this
method of expression.

lain J Skinner

“Scope” (upper and lower endoscopy of the Colorectal Surgeon, Department of Surgery
gastrointestinal tract; 30x 45 cm acrylic on Western Hospital, Footscray, VIC. “Echo” (echocardiography; 30x45cm
canvas). ijskinner@hotmail.com acrylic on canvas).
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