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service conditions. This is distinct from
the issue of whether “conditional list-
ing” on the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme should be implemented for
drugs that are yet to be proven cost-
effective.
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Screening mammography and
mortality
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To THE EDITOR: In a recent letter in
the Journal,! Rodger writes that breast
screening is unlikely to affect overall
mortality and notes that this “gives the
lie to the conclusions of Olsen and
Gotzsche’s overview, which are based
only on overall mortality™.

English is not my first language, but
according to my English—English dic-
tionary “give the lie to” means either
“to disprove” or “to accuse of lying”,
and a related adjective is “mendacious”.
In actual fact, however, in our Cochrane
Review,> we carefully analysed both
breast cancer mortality and all-cancer
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A bitter pill to swallow

AN ELDERLY PATIENT with diabetes presented with oesophageal obstruction
after taking a regular dose of metformin. A lateral neck radiograph confirmed
the presence of an obstruction in the upper oesophagus. The patient underwent
e tablet, complete with packaging, was
e patient went on to make a full recovery.

rigid oeso ha%oscopjyilat which time
removed (see Box).

Peter A Monksfield,” Olivia J H Whiteside,”
Stuart C A Winter,” Nicholas B Steventon,* Graham J Cox®

*Senior House Officer, T Registrar, $Clinical Lecturer, § Consultant Surgeon
Department of Otolaryngology, Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, OX2 6HE, UK

pmonksfield @talk21.com

189



